
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Lake View Cemetery Foundation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Summer Concert Series at Lake View Cemetery: Music, Culture, and History 

Your Project Summary: Lake View Cemetery Foundation is seeking support for its 2018 Summer Concert 

Series, which will take place on the lawn of the Cemetery’s Garfield Memorial on six Sunday afternoons 

between June and September; the concerts will feature a diversity of musical styles and will be free and 

open to the public. The concerts will not only entertain and enrich attendees, but will also give them the 

opportunity to learn more about the Cemetery, President James Garfield, and Cleveland’s storied past. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy. I would have liked to have seen more information on what criteria Jim Wadsworth Productions (or 

the applicant) utilizes in the selection of entertainment aside from the diversity of genres. Organizational 

Capacity - The application demonstrates evidence of organizational capacity with planning and 

management responsibilities clearly articulated. Public Benefit - The application demonstrates evidence of 

public benefit. Bringing the public to this unique venue is notable; however, the applicant doesn't appear to 

be directly engaging the community its serving related to the determining what genres of music, etc. to 

present. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Interesting project that weaves together history, culture, arts, and nature. Organization shows 

that they want to serve community and are seeking to offer events that serve a variety of needs/wishes of 

community. Not clear on whether they are working *with* community necessarily - it appears more one 

sided than that as I did not see a place where org surveyed or asked community members what type of 

music or event they would like to see, it will just be selected and presented. That said, the organization will 

build relationships with local partner organizations and businesses to put on the event and it will be 

accessible/open to public. Benefit is clear here. The organization has capacity to plan and execute the 

event as evidenced by a detailed event plan, financial plan, and staff/volunteers retained to work on this 

event. Arts/cultural vibrancy is demonstrated by the fact that professional musicians will be performing, the 

cemetery grounds will remain open with tours available. Combination of history/nature/music will provide 

inspiration to attendees and encourage creativity and thinking differently. Would like to see an event that 

challenges community - perhaps something addressing some of the historical elements present in this 

cemetery. Would also like to see more grassroots engagement/conversation with community that will help 

the organization reflect and use information learned from community members in their planning. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. The applicant present a clear and concise 

proposal and supporting materials are sufficient indicator that the applicant can carry out the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Lake View Cemetery Foundation satisfactorily meets the 

funding criteria through their proposal of a Summer concert series highlighting music, culture and history of 

the place. They especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages the community 

with a variety of genre offered in their concerts. They work in maintaining, preserving, and enhancing the 

Cemetery’s historically and architecturally significant buildings, monuments and landscapes, as well as 

provide outreach. They have built meaningful relationships with community partners such as Jim 

Wadsworth Productions, and Nighttown to secure acts. The concert series will be in the open lawn and thus 

free and accessible and inviting to their community. They demonstrate artistic and cultural vibrancy by 

engaging a diverse team of arts and cultural professionals, qualified to complete the project. They appear 

to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They seem to have an 

engaged board, but not clear how many staff and volunteers will help out for this project. They have a 

definite set of project goals, and anticipate concert attendance to be their primary measure of success. 

They also wish to link concert goers and involvement in additional cemetery programming maybe through 

a survey of other programs.Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project (they have a very nice 

brochure too). The match requirement is clearly demonstrated by suggested corporate sponsors, utilizing 

funds from LVCF’s general operating budget, and in-kind volunteer labor. They are planning on reapplying 

for support from the Ohio Arts Council (which supported them in the past). 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: Lake View Cemetery engages with 

the public by being accessible, inviting and open free of charge through its Summer Concert Series. The 

organization's leverage of professional talent agencies and individual band networks vastly increases the 

organizations outreach. How does the LVCF know that Sunday concerts maximize area resident 

attendance? Did the organization survey neighborhood residents? Cultural & Artistic Vibrancy: The 

organization connects with the public by engaging a diverse line-up of professional musical acts. The 

concert series is planned and evaluated by the Community Outreach Committee of the board. Has the 

arboretum or other buildings been considered for choral or more intimate ensemble performances? 

Organizational Capacity: Arts and Cultural Personnel is 45% of the program budget. I don't think that's a 

negative thing but CAC funds, if request is fully funded, won't cover the $9,000 expense. Good that other 

grant funds are being allocated to the series. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

